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Humanities and Leadership

UNIVERSITY MISSION STATEMENT
Wayland Baptist University exists to educate students in an academically challenging, learning-focused and distinctively Christian environment for professional success and service to God and humankind.
COURSE NUMBER & NAME: 
ENGL 1302 VC03 Composition and Reading
TERM: 
Spring 2 2026 (March 23 – May 19)
INSTRUCTOR: 
Christy Henegar
Instructor of English

CONTACT INFORMATION:
Office phone: 806-291-1101
WBU Email: christy.henegar@wbu.edu

OFFICE HOURS, BUILDING & LOCATION:
Gates Hall 206A– / Virtual Office Hours as needed by appointment
COURSE MEETING TIME & LOCATION:
Online through Blackboard
CATALOG DESCRIPTION: 
ENGL 1302 – Readings from imaginative literature; the research paper and shorter critical and interpretive essays.
PREREQUISITE:
ENGL 1301
REQUIRED TEXTBOOK AND RESOURCE MATERIAL: 
The Norton Introduction to Literature, Shorter 15th ed. Mays, et. Al.  *Your textbook is available through the link in the course.  Other required resources include access to items necessary to complete and submit a college-level paper (computer, back-up media, Blackboard, etc.) and the ability to participate in online class discussion boards, submit essays online and take quizzes through Bb.
Optional Materials:  MLA Handbook, 9th ed. (on reserve at LRC/library circulation desk and in Writing Center)
You will need the following:
•	Access to a fully functioning computer with a functioning word processor. 
•	A WORKING WBU EMAIL ADDRESS!!!!
•	All students are required to have access to the Internet, an e-mail account, and access to a computer with Microsoft Word processing capability.  All information exchanges, homework assignments, exams, and other requirements for this course will be conducted via Wayland Baptist University’s Blackboard and e-mail/e-mail attachment(s).  Please do not send materials through Google Docs where I must have access.  Upload your essays in the area of Bb course or through email as an attached document.
 
COURSE WEBSITE:  
A course website has been established on WBU’s Blackboard server. Each student is REQUIRED to establish an active account for this website and to log on to Bb (Blackboard) regularly for posted announcements and supplementary course materials as indicated by the professor. Students are also required to have access to a computer with Microsoft Word processing capability to submit assignments.
COURSE COMMUNICATION POLICY: 
Wayland’s email address is the official electronic method of communication between instructors and students taking courses through Wayland Baptist University. Students are REQUIRED to establish and activate their Wayland email account. Instructors reserve the right to deny email from other sources.

COURSE OUTCOMES AND COMPETENCIES:
Upon completion of this course, students actively engaged in learning will be able to:
1. Application – Connect various literary genres to contemporary culture and experience.
2. Analysis – Identify and analyze basic elements of literature.
3. Research – Use and refine reading, research, and writing skills to support a clear point of view in regard to literature.
4. Composition – Demonstrate the ability to think critically and communicate persuasively through written composition.
*The more the student put into the course, the higher his or her outcome competencies will be.
ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS:
The university expects students to make class attendance a priority. Faculty members provide students a copy of attendance requirements. These are provided on the first day of class.  
1.	Students should regularly check in to the Blackboard course each week.  Assignments and Discussions will regularly be due throughout the course.  I will post a calendar along with messages as to dates when assignments are due.  
2.	Students should regularly participate and communicate with the instructor and other classmates via the Course Discussions.
3.	University sponsored/required trips and activities will be considered excused, but it is the student’s responsibility to make appropriate arrangements to complete and turn in assignments and acquire any materials distributed during the class by posted due dates.  Late items will receive a grade deduction.  

*What you do in the case of an absence:  Contact me and also check two to three times a week to Blackboard to participate in any discussions, submit assignments and remain in communication with the instructor.   I will not be reminding everyone of each assignment.  Once an assignment is posted along with its due date, you are responsible for submitting items on time.  If items are submitted late, a penalty of 10 points per day (24 hour period) will be deducted.
STATEMENT ON PLAGIARISM & ACADEMIC DISHONESTY:
Wayland Baptist University observes a zero tolerance policy regarding academic dishonesty.  Per university policy as described in the academic catalog, all cases of academic dishonesty will be reported and second offenses will result in suspension from the university.  The policy statement is located in Course Content of your course.  Academic misconduct for which as student is subject to penalty includes all forms of cheating, such as illicit possession of examinations or examination materials, forgery, or plagiarism.  (Plagiarism is the presentation of the work of another as one’s own work). 

Generative Artificial intelligence (GAI) such as Chat GPT may be used in this course, as long as it is documented in the works cited list.   Ultimately, all submitted work must still reflect student’s own work, understanding, and analysis.  I want your personal opinion not a computer generated piece.
0. Generative AI tools permitted in specific context and with proper citations.
0. Students are allowed to use, reference, or incorporate generative AI tools into specific assignments for this course. When used, students must properly cite the generative AI tool in their submitted work. 
0. While there is no true substitute for direct help and instruction for your instructor, students may be allowed to use generative AI tools to provide further explanations of course content, readings, and other assignments. Any use of generative AI tools to help further explain or translate content must be properly referenced and cited.
0. Specific parameters for generative AI usage are provided by the instructor.
0. Any use of generative AI tools outside of the approved instructor parameters will be considered a form of plagiarism and academic dishonesty.
Disciplinary action for academic misconduct is the responsibility of the faculty members assigned to the course.  The faculty member is charged with assessing the gravity of any case of academic dishonesty, and with giving sanctions to any student involved.  Penalties may be applied to individual cases of academic dishonesty; see catalog for more information about academic dishonesty. Cheating in this class at any time will result in an immediate grade of F for the class.

DISABILITY STATEMENT:
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), it is the policy of Wayland Baptist University that no otherwise qualified person with a disability be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under any educational program or activity in the university.  The Disability Services Coordinator and Academic Coach serves as the coordinator of students with disabilities and must be contacted concerning accommodation requests (office (806) 291-1057).  Documentation of a disability must accompany any request for accommodations.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS and GRADING CRITERIA:
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
Because the university classroom is a place designed for the free exchange of ideas, we must show respect for one another in all circumstances.
· RESPECT:  Respect is absolutely necessary in this class.  Internet or any form of bullying will result in dismissal from the class.
· PROFESSIONALISM: Any online or face-to-face interaction between students should be kept at a professional level.  Do not use the discussion boards to post material that is unrelated to the assigned topic.  Political religious rants, personal soapbox-like speeches, and the like will not be tolerated.
· PARTICIPATION: Participation is required.  The lack of participation will only hurt your grade.  Participation, interest, and attendance will determine course grades. As a general rule, you should login to Blackboard at least 3-5 times a week if not more.
· PREPAREDNESS: This is a college class.  Be Prepared to learn on the first day of class be sure to have your WBU email account already set up during the first week of class.
· COMMUNICATION:  Communication is a must in this class If you find yourself needing extended deadlines due to very serious and immediate personal situations, contact me immediately so that we can make a provision for your situation.  Failure to contact me personally or failure to contact me days or weeks after your absence will result in a Zero for those week and ultimately failure of the course.  You need to refer to the Attendance Policy, but also communicate with me preferably before the absence or document an emergency absence (funeral, medical reason, etc.)   We will meet to discuss what you need to do to make up those assignments.
	
A	90-100		Cr         Credit
B	80-89		NCR     No Credit
C	70-79		I            Incomplete*
D	60-69		W          Withdrawal
F	below 60	

WP  Withdrew Passing
WF   Withdrew Failing                                                                   X     No grade given
IP    In Progress
	A grade of “CR” indicates that credit in semester hours was granted but no grade or grade points were recorded.
*A grade of incomplete is changed if the work required is completed prior to the date indicated in the official University calendar of the next long term, unless the instructor designates an earlier date for completion.  If the work is not completed by the appropriate date, the I is converted to the grade of F.  An incomplete notation cannot remain on the student’s permanent record and must be replaced by the qualitative grade (A-F) by the date specified in the official University calendar of the next regular term.



COURSE GRADING CRITERIA: All assignments are due as noted by the professor. All assigned work must be word processed unless otherwise directed by the professor. Assignments not completed on time will reflect a lowered grade of 10% deduction per day minimum. Late work will not be accepted after 7 calendar days.

FINAL GRADE FOR COURSE WILL BE BASED ON THE FOLLOWING
ATTENDANCE / CLASS  AND DISCUSSION PARTICIPATION 		15%
FICTION SECTION (QUIZZES,JOURNAL, MINI RESEARCH ASSIGNEMNT AND TEST, READING ASSIGNMENTS)						25%
POETRY SECTION (QUIZZES, HAIKU/POETRY JOURNAL, ANALYZATION)												25%
DRAMA SECTION (QUIZZES, RESPONSE JOURNAL, PLAY REVIEW)	10%
RESEARCH								15%
FINAL EXAM								10%
Students shall have protection through orderly procedures against prejudices or capricious academic evaluation. A student who believes that he or she has not been held to realistic academic standards, just evaluation procedures, or appropriate grading, may appeal the final grade given in the course by using the student grade appeal process described in the Academic Catalog.  Appeals may not be made  for  advanced  placement  examinations  or course  bypass examinations. Appeals are limited to the final course grade, which may be upheld, raised, or lowered at any stage of the appeal process. Any recommendation to lower a course grade must be submitted through the Executive Vice President/Provost to the Faculty Assembly Grade Appeals Committee for review and approval. The Faculty Assembly Grade Appeals Committee may instruct that the course grade be upheld, raised, or lowered to a more proper evaluation.
Please note that your grade will be weighted, meaning that some grades count more than others.  You will not come out with the correct grade for this course by averaging up your grade by giving equal values to each assignment. To clarify, some assignments are more important than others.  
GENERAL RULES FOR THE CLASSROOM:
1. All questions are important questions. There is no “dumb” question except a question that is not asked. Ask your questions!
2. Each student will respect other students and their comments or questions.
3. Each student will respect the instructor.  Respect one another in Discussion and communication within the course.  
4. If you are going to be absent, please let the instructor know in advance, if at all possible.
5. Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated. Any student who cheats or plagiarizes will be dismissed from the class and receive an “F” for the semester.  AI is plagiarism and will receive a failing grade if submitted as your own work.  Not citing AI properly could result in the assignment being considered as being plagiarized.
6. Stay in communication with me, your instructor and check into the Bb course at least two to three times a week.


COURSE SCHEDULE 
This schedule is subject to change. Our weeks will run from Monday-Saturday, with unit tests due Sunday at midnight. I find this schedule works best with coursework and due dates. All assignments, weekly course plans, and due dates will be given in class as well as posted weekly through Blackboard.   Most major assignments will be due or end on Saturday night, giving you a break on Sundays unless you are catching up on late work.
ALL READING Assignments must be completed BEFORE participating in Discussion for best grade results.  Please note some pieces may contain offensive terms; I apologize for this in advance and do not condone the use of these terms.  Realize that these works were sometimes expressions of opinions or bias of the time in which they were written.  Choose to judge these items on content rather than their insensitive or erroneous bias.
This is a sample schedule.  I will post a complete schedule with  due dates for assignment within the Course Content and Announcements by the end of the first week (March 27th).
Week 1
March 23 - 29
· Class Introduction Video, 
· Required First Assignment, 
· Textbook access and 
· read the Syllabus
· Join and participate in the Welcome Discussion Board
· Open Fiction Terms and define the words listed there along with possible examples you may find in your reading assignments during the Fiction Section.
Reading Assignment on Elements of Fiction Elements of Fiction(Plot, POV, Character)  
Reading:  p. 16 – 17, and 20, p. 25 – 27  p. 79-86 (Plot); (Narration & POV) p. 177 – 180; (Character) p. 210 – 216


Week 2
March 30 – April 5
· Continued Discussion Board on Elements of Fiction
Reading:  (Setting) p. 280 – 283; (Symbol) p. 361 – 365; (Theme) p. 424 – 428
Hint:  I would start reading ahead in next weeks listed readings.*
Essay Assigned: Which is the Most Important Element in Fiction?  Due:  


Week 3 ( Elements Continued)
April 6 - 12
Reading: Maupassant’s “The Jewelry” p 722—727, Poe’s “The Cask of Amontillado” –( copy provided within Lesson 1) O’Connor’s  “A Good Man is Hard to Find” pp. 498 – 508; Faulkner’s “Miss Emily” – copy provided in lesson; Hawthorne’s “The Birth-Mark” p.366 – 377; Chopin’s “The Story of an Hour” pp. 582-584; and Perkins Gilman” The Yellow Wallpaper” pp. 585 – 596; Jackson’s “The Lottery” and  “The Hand” by Colette (these two also provided)
Another short story of your choice within this Fiction section.
· Discussion:  You should continue with pointing out and looking at the various elements as evident in the stories assigned.  Also answer which his your favorite element and least favorite and why.  This Discussion will end on__________!
Essay Due – June 21st: Which is the Most Important Element in Fiction?  

Week 4
June 23 – 28
· Final Exam (terms, material I offered in the Unit Lessons and questions from selected required readings)  Fiction, Poetry and Drama tests that you have previously seen.



*Final Examinations will not be given in advance of the scheduled hours.  
* ALL Writing Assignments MUST be submitted through Blackboard. 

· Unit tests will be taken through Blackboard.

 Please note that you are responsible for all of the information listed in this syllabus. Students will be held liable for failure to meet requirements stated within the syllabus. It is not the responsibility of the professor to remind the student of information contained in the syllabus.
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